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Tall and lean, Levi Toney could easily be mistaken for 
one of the San Francisco Ballet dancers walking the 
halls of their headquarters rather than its facilities 

manager. His degree in mechanical engineering from the 
University of California Berkeley might have prepared him to 
work with physical structures, but understanding the day-
to-day personal interactions necessary for working within a 
larger arts organization, came from ten years of performing 
with two well-known Bay Area modern dance companies: 
Margaret Jenkins Dance Company and ODC/Dance. 

Ironically, or fortuitously, one of his last dance projects 
was working on the creation of Jenkins’ Thread, commis-
sioned by SFB for its 75th anniversary. “Within a few months 
I went from sweating alongside the ballet dancers in the 
studio to being the guy in charge of their safety,” says 
Toney, though he admits, “I am better suited for this job as 
it ties together everything I know—engineering, construction 

and dance. As a former dancer I have a 
greater appreciation of the mission of the 
company, am a master of efficiency and 
much more creative in my problem solving. 
I know they recognized that when they 
hired me.”                                                                                                         

A late bloomer, Toney took his first dance class in college 
and it was love at first sight. He returned each semester 
to study under the tutelage of UC’s encouraging dance 
faculty: Marni Wood, Christopher Dolder and Carol Murota. 
He met Jenkins when she made a work on the UC dance 
company and soon she was casting him in her projects. He 
retired from the stage in 2007 just before his son Quinn was 
born (he’s married to former ODC dancer Tammy Cheney), 
though every December he plays Drosselmeyer in Berkeley 
Ballet Theater’s Nutcracker, “just for fun.”

As facilities manager, Toney now presides over several 
hundred staff, artists and students; a million-dollar-plus 
budget; and the operations of five multiuse properties 
totaling 130,000 square feet. His responsibilities include the 
operations and maintenance of all of SFB’s buildings, control 
systems, grounds, vehicles, furniture and equipment. 

 “My absolute priority is to maintain the safety of the 
dancers, staff and everyone who comes through our facili-
ties and to uphold regulations and protocols for security 
purposes,” says Toney. “When I sit in on meetings with de-
signers, productions crews and maintenance staff I straddle 
both worlds by making sure their visions are viable for the 
dancers.” —Rachel Berman Es
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Levi Toney
Facilities manager

Toney discovered dance 
while studying mechanical 
engineering in college.


